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Cycles Gladiator Wine Banned by Alabama ABC 
Label Cited As Pornographic
(Soledad, CALIF.) — Cycles Gladiator Wines, available to consumers in Alabama for three years, have been banned from restaurants and retail establishments this week by the Alabama Beverage Control Board which has deemed the wine brand label as “pornographic.” Cycles Gladiator Wines has complied and wine distributors across Alabama have been forced to remove the wine from accounts.

The Cycles Gladiator label bears a replica of an antique French poster created in 1895 to advertise bicycles. It features an artistic rendition of a nude woman flying alongside a bicycle across a star-filled night sky. 

“We are surprised that the Alabama Beverage Control Board would ban our wine,” said Bill Leigon, President of Hahn Family Wines which produces Cycles Gladiator Wines, “We’ve sold 600,000 cases of Cycles Gladiator wines in all 50 states as well as in 20 countries around the world, including sales in the state of Alabama for three years, and not received a single consumer complaint.”
“To say that this wine label is pornographic is ridiculous,” Leigon added, “It’s a classic piece of art from the late 1800s and originals are sold for as much as $50,000.” The winery has decided to pull the brand from Alabama rather than revise the label. “It’s not a pornographic label, we are not going to change it, we are going to withdraw from the state and it’s a shame that the citizens of Alabama are going to lose the opportunity to enjoy our delicious wines.”
Since the inception of the Cycles Gladiator Wine brand the wines have won numerous awards and the label was recognized with an American Graphic Design Award in 2006. The winery has also generously supported, and been involved in, many cycling-related causes such as LiveStrong, Tour of California, MS150 and Tour de Georgia. “At cycling events the Cycles Gladiator cycling jerseys are one of the most popular items on the circuit. Hundreds of cyclists wear the image of our wine label on their back as they cycle worldwide,” Leigon stated.

The Cycles Gladiator wines include Chardonnay, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Pinot Noir and are priced from $9.99 to $12.00 nationally. “If there’s anyone in Alabama who has some of our wine,” said Leigon, “they may want to hang on to it as it’s now become a ‘collector’s item’ in their state.”
Hahn Family Wines produces a broad portfolio of wines ranging from the Ultra-Premium Lucienne and Hahn SLH Estate Wines from the Santa Lucia Highlands to the distinctive Hahn Winery, Smith & Hook Winery and Bin36 brands primarily from the Central Coast and Monterey County appellations to Huntington Wine Cellars from Sonoma appellations such as Carneros and Alexander Valley to the Cycles Gladiator Wines which bear Central Coast and California appellations. For more information go to www.hahnfamilywines.com.
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